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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (AR) DEPARTMENT 
 

G.O.MS.No. 38       Dated: 12-04-2026 

                                                                                                         Read the following 
 

Circular No.15, dated 12.03.2026 of the Registrar General & Census   
Commissioner of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

-0- 

O R D E R: 
 

The following Census Act, 1948 (37 of 1948) shall be published in the Extra-
ordinary Gazette of Andhra Pradesh for information of the public: - NOTIFICATION 

Ministry for Home Affairs Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India, 

New Delhi. the 12th March, 2026 The Census of India is conducted under the provisions 
of the Census Act, 1948 (37 of 1948) and the Census Rules, 1990, as amended from 

time to time. The first phase of Census 2027, i.e., Houselisting & Housing Census, is 
scheduled to be conducted during April–September, 2026 in all States/UTs, for a period 

of 30 days as per the schedule notified by each State/UT. Prior to this, Self-Enumeration 

will be facilitated for a period of 15 days. During this phase, data relating to housing 
conditions, household amenities, and assets possessed by households will be collected. 

The Census questions for this phase have already been Notified in the Gazette of India 

vide S.O. No.353(E), dated 22.01.2026. The second phase, i.e., Population Enumeration 
(PE), will be conducted in February, 2027, followed by a Revisional Round from 1st to 

5th March, 2027. 
 

2. Further, under the Census Act, 1948 provisions have been made under Section 
11 of the Census Act, 1948 imposing penalties on the erring public. The important 

sections of the Act are reproduced and made available to the public to make aware of 
their responsibilities and duties under the census Act, 1948 below: 
 

(I) Section 8: Asking of questions and obligation to answer. 
 

(1)   A census-officer may ask all such questions of all persons within the limits 

of the local area for which he is appointed as, by instructions issued in this 

behalf by the Central Government and published in the Official Gazette, he 
may be directed to ask. 

(2)  Every person of whom any question is asked under sub-section (1) shall be 

legally bound to answer such question to the best of his knowledge or belief: 
 

Provided that no person shall be bound to state the name of any female member 

of his household, and no woman shall be bound to state the name of her husband or 

deceased husband or of any other person whose name she is forbidden by custom to 
mention. 
 

 (II) Section 9: Occupier to permit access and affixing of numbers. 
 

Every person occupying any house, enclosure, vessel or other place shall allow  

census-officers such access thereto as they may require for the purposes of the  
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census and as, having regard to the customs of the country, may be reasonable, 

and shall allow them to paint on, or affix to, the place such letters, marks or 

numbers as may be necessary for the purposes of the census. 
 

(III) Section 10: - Occupier or manager to fill up schedule. 
 

(1) Subject to such orders as the Census Commissioner may issue in this behalf, 

a census-officer may, within the local area for which he is appointed, leave or 

cause to be left a schedule at any dwelling-house or with the manager or any 
officer of any commercial or industrial establishment, for the purpose of its 

being filled up by the occupiers of such house or of any specified part thereof 

or by such manager or officer with such particulars as the Census 
Commissioner may direct regarding the inmates of such house or part 

thereof, or the persons employed under such manager or officer, as the case 

may be, at the time of the taking of the census. 
 

(2) When such schedule has been so left, the said occupier, manager or officer, 

as the case may be, shall fill it up or cause it to be filled up to the best of his 
knowledge or belief so far as regards the inmates of such house or part thereof 

or the persons employed under him, as the case may be, at the time aforesaid, 

and shall sign his name thereto and when so required, shall deliver the 
schedule so filled up and signed to the census-officer or to such person as 

the census-officer may direct. 
 

(IV) Section 11: Penalties. 
 

(1) - (a) Any census-officer or any person lawfully required to give assistance 
towards the taking of census who refuses to perform any duty imposed 

upon him by this Act or any rule made thereunder, or any person who 

hinders or obstructs another person in performing any such duty, or 
                  (b) any census-officer or any person lawfully required to give assistance 

towards the taking of a census who neglects to use reasonable diligence 

in performing any duty imposed upon him or in obeying any order 
issued to him in accordance with this Act or any rule made thereunder, 

or any person who hinders or obstructs another person in performing 

any such duty or obeying any such order, or; 
 

                 (c) any person who intentionally gives a false answer to, or refuses to answer 

to the best of his knowledge or belief, any question asked of him by a 
census-officer which he is legally bound by section 8 to answer, or 

                  (d)  any person occupying any house, enclosure, vessel or other place who 

refuses to allow a census- officer such reasonable access thereto as he 
is required by section 9 to allow, or 

 

                  (e)  any person who removes, obliterates, alters, or damages any letters, 

marks or numbers which have been painted or affixed for the purposes 

of the census, or 
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                 (f)  any person who, having been required under section 10 to fill up a 
schedule, knowingly and without sufficient cause fails to comply with 

the provisions of that section or makes any false return there under, or 

                 (h)  any person who trespasses into a census office, shall be punishable 

with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees and in case of a 

conviction under part (a) shall also be punishable with imprisonment 

which may extend to three years, 

(2)  Whoever abets any offence under sub-section (1) shall be punishable with 

fine which may extend to one thousand rupees. 

 

(V) Section 15:- Records of census not open to inspection nor admissible in 

evidence. 

No person shall have a right to inspect any book, register or record made by 

census-officer in the discharge of his duty as such, or any schedule delivered under 

section 10, and notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Bharatiya Sakshya 
Abhiyam , 2023 (47 of 2023), no entry in any such book, register, record or schedule 

shall be admissible as evidence in any civil proceeding whatsoever or in any criminal 

proceeding other than a prosecution under this Act or any other law for any act or 

omission which constitutes an offence under this Act. 

    (BY ORDER AND IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNER OF ANDHARA PRADESH) 

                                                            SHAMSHER SINGH RAWAT 
    PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT (AR) (FAC) 

 

To 

The Commissioner of Printing, Stationery & Stores Purchases (Ptg. Wing) 
Vijayawada. (for publication in an extra-ordinary issue of A.P. Gazette and 

request to furnish 100 copies to Government). 

The Director of Census Operations, Andhra Pradesh, Kendriya Sadan, 
Sultan Bazar, Koti, Hyderabad – 500095. 

All the Departments of A.P. Secretariat. 

All the Heads of Departments. 
All the District Collectors in the State. 

All District Collectors. 

All the Commissioners of Municipal Corporations. 
All the Joint Collectors 

All the District Revenue Officers. 

All the Sub-collectors/Revenue Divisional Officers. 
All the Tahsildars. 

All the Mandal Parishad Development Officers. 
All the Chief Executive Officers of Zilla Praja Parishads/ Chief Planning Officers/ 

District Educational Officers/ District Forest Officers/ AD(Surveys). 
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All the Additional Commissioners of Municipal Corporations. 

All the Zonal Commissioners/Deputy Commissioners of Municipal Corporations. 

All the Commissioners of Municipalities & Nagar Panchayats. 
The Director, Information & Public Relations, Vijayawada. 

The Director of Economics & Statistics, Andhra Pradesh, Vijayawada. 
The Managing Director, A.P. Technology Services, Velagapudi. 

Copy to : 

The Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Govt. of India, Janganana Bhawan, 2/A, Mansingh Road, New Delhi - 110011. 

The Special Chief Secretary to Government, Revenue (Lands & Endowments) 

The Principal Secretaries to Government, PR&RD/ Finance/ MA&UD Departments 
The Secretaries to Government, School Education/ ITE&C/ Planning Departments 

Director, Grama/Ward Sachivalayam Department 

Commissioner, PR & RD/ Survey Settlements & Land Records 
Commissioner & Director, CDMA 

Director of Economics and Statistics 

The Director of Translations, A.P., Undavalli. 
The P.S. to Chief Secretary. 

The P.S. to Spl. Chief Secretary (GPM&AR), GAD. 

SF/SC (3215036) 
 

 

//FORWARDED::BY ORDER// 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

SECTION OFFICER 

 


